
[image: image1]


Getting to the Root of It All
Scottsdale Public Library

To access reliable genealogy information on the Internet, do the following:

Getting Started

1. Open up Internet Explorer Browser and enter the Scottsdale Public Library home page —  http://library.scottsdaleaz.gov
2. Click on Research
3. Click on Databases and Websites
4. Click on Biography and Genealogy
5. Once there, notice 2 subheadings: Genealogy Databases and Genealogy Websites

6. Please see topics on the next page to determine which resource to utilize in each case

Databases and Websites – inside this pamphlet are a few that should come in handy. Links to all of these and many more on a variety of topics are available on our above-listed website!
*Please note: when using databases rather than websites, a window will pop up into which you will enter your library card number and PIN number. Should you not have a PIN yet, please come to the Library Information Desk and you may set one up!

Genealogy Databases:
· Ancestry Library — Searchable databases that include census information, passenger lists, birth, marriage and death records and periodicals. [Please note: Ancestry Library is available for use only within the Library. It cannot be accessed remotely.]
· Heritage Quest — Search census records, books, periodicals, Revolutionary War records, bank records of freed slaves and memorials, petitions and private relief actions with coverage dating back to the late 1700s. [Heritage Quest is available outside the Library].
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Important Reminder

Absolutely anyone can post information on the internet – so do not believe everything you read online. Utilize proven online sources, such as library databases or the specific websites listed within this brochure. When using other online sources, consider:
What is the publishing body of the page? [check the address line for .gov, .org, .edu, which all indicate more reliable sources]

Who is the sponsoring author or organization? Do they appear to be amateur or professional?
Why is the page on the Internet? Are they trying to sell you something? Does the page appear to be biased?

When was the page last updated? [usually at bottom of pg.]. See:
www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Evaluate.html

Genealogy Websites:

Genealogy.com    

Good resource for beginners to learn the basics of research. Includes information developing research skills.

JewishGen: Jewish Genealogy [www.jewishgen.org]  

Internet source connecting researchers of Jewish genealogy.

Cyndi's List of Genealogy Sites [www.cyndislist.com]
Thousands of links related to genealogy, organized in over 100 categories. This site is one of the richest resources for genealogy studies. 

Olive Tree Genealogy [www.olivetreegenealogy.com]
Free genealogy databases, including ship passenger lists, family surnames, and church, land, & census records. 

Recordsproject.com

Clearinghouse for public records and genealogy resources for all 50 states.

Arizona Birth and Death Certificates [genealogy.az.gov] 

Search by name and years for Arizona birth certificates from 1887, and Arizona death certificates from 1878.

Social Security Death Index [ssdi.rootsweb.ancestry.com]
A searchable Death Master File from the U.S. Social Security Admin. which contains over 60 million records.
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Guide to Successful Genealogy Research





Where to Begin:


Gather existing records & information


Interview relatives


Locate official records [wills, birth and marriage certificates, death records, immigration, deeds, etc.]


Check file cabinets, storage, etc.


Search online resources – see Library site for links [databases, govt. websites, etc.]


Visit the LDS Family History Center 


Visit ancestral hometowns





Search Tips:


Have others already researched and recorded your family’s genealogy? 


If not, remember these tips:


Record info / sources on family tree chart


Work backwards


Keep copies of wills, govt. records, etc.


Focus your search [e.g. select a single surname to search]


Be aware of misspelled names











